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Our Mission: Providing kids with opportunities to succeed 

  Our History 

SaddleBrooke Community Outreach began in 1997 with a meeting of six women who wanted to help those 
in nearby communities who were in need. They were quickly joined by others and the new group was called 
the SaddleBrooke Women’s Outreach. 
 
The residents of former mining towns along the Pinal County “Copper Corridor” had many basic needs. 
An urgent one quickly surfaced. Students in Mammoth and San Manuel were missing school because they 
had to share shoes and clothing with their siblings. The women jumped into action, purchasing clothing and 
shoes at thrift stores to create a modest clothing bank. Eventually they bought new clothing at wholesale 
prices. 
 
But good intentions are not enough. Fundraising events like the first Walkathon, a dinner theater, recycling 
of aluminum cans and a fashion show helped support the volunteers’ efforts. That same year, the Adopt-a-
Family program was born. Gifts and food gave local children and their families a brighter Christmas. 
 
More families fell into poverty in 1998 after the world’s largest copper mine, located in San Manuel, closed. 
The first annual food drive employed an army of volunteers sorting, boxing and delivering donated food. 
 
With the addition of many male volunteers, the group changed its name to SaddleBrooke Community 
Outreach.  
 
SBCO has become a thriving organization with a variety of programs focused on helping children. With 
experience, our programs have expanded and improved. Thanks to our volunteers and generous donors, 
SBCO has changed the lives of countless children and families living in the Copper Corridor.  
 
Although our programs have grown in number and size over the past 25 years, we still say “It’s All About the 
Kids.”   Because helping children, especially those with few resources, can yield life-long benefits. 
 
 

 
 

 



          

         Our Service Area 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Of the 14 schools served by SBCO, all are Title I Schools, meaning at least 40% of the students 
come from low-income families. In some Copper Corridor schools, the figure is as high as 90%. 
Academic achievement is well below state averages, putting students at a significant 
disadvantage for higher education and work opportunities.  
 
 
 

The Copper Corridor encompasses a 
series of small, close-knit communities 
that share a history rich in mining. But 
when many of the mines closed in the 
1990s, unemployment soared, 
economic prospects dimmed, and 
poverty rates increased. Twenty-five 
years later, the situation remains dire, 
especially for children who have never 
known the economic security most of us 
take for granted.  
 
According to the US Department of 
Labor, unemployment in these 
communities is significantly above the 
national average and the average for 
Arizona.  
 
 

Distances shown are from SaddleBrooke. 
 

 



 
 
  

        President’s Letter   

Feed 
We continued to support the Tri-Community Food Bank with our March 2022 Food Drive. The drive 
was limited to monetary donations due to Covid, but residents of SaddleBrooke and SaddleBrooke 
Ranch stepped up and generously donated $191,618. In April, the Food Bank held an open house 
showcasing a new warehouse, funded by our residents’ generosity, which was completed just in time – 
the former warehouse had been condemned and demolished by the town. Additionally, new 
refrigerators and new walk-in freezers were purchased with Food Drive funds. In November 2021, 
SBCO also provided 63 families in Oracle with Thanksgiving baskets. Through our Adopt-a-Family 
program, Christmas holiday food and gifts were supplied to over 200 children and families in the Oracle 
and Mammoth-San Manuel School Districts. 
 
Clothe 
Due to Covid-19, children couldn’t come to our our Kids’ Closet in Mammoth. Nevertheless, our 
volunteers coordinated with the school districts to receive up-to-date sizing information for the 
students. They then carefully bagged clothing for each child and delivered the bags to the schools for 
distribution. Each child still received both fall and spring wardrobes.  Having clothes available in all 
needed sizes was no small task as our vendors were impacted by supply chain issues. No worries 
though, our team went shopping locally to get what the kids needed. We waited six months for 900 
pairs of boys’ shorts to arrive and when they arrived late, they were wet from months of sitting in a 
shipping container. Our elves went to work hanging laundry everywhere and now we have plenty of 
shorts for spring 2023. Teen Closet shopping events were held with personal shoppers and teens 
wearing masks and signing hold harmless letters. Gift cards were provided to teens who had Covid-19 
and could not shop. Between the July 2021 and February 2022 shopping events, approximately 100 
teens received new clothes with the assistance of a personal shopper. 
 
Enrich 
The horizons of children in nearby communities are expanded through our educational enrichment 
grants. Community organizations and schools can apply for these grants to fund local programs. 
Unfortunately, due to Covid-19 and remote learning, few grant applications were received during the 
2021-22 fiscal year. However, we did award grants to school and summer programs in Oracle, Miami,  
 

 

Although we had to continue to navigate around Covid-19 
variants for most of the 2021-22 fiscal year, SaddleBrooke 
Community Outreach (SBCO) had another successful year 
providing children and teens in our service area with many 
opportunities to succeed. The tenacity of our volunteers, the 
Golden Goose Thrift Shop’s strong business model, and the 
talents and flexibility of our SBCO leadership team have 
sustained our work and allowed us to support these young 
people in amazing ways. Our strategy continues to be:  Feed, 
Clothe, Enrich and Educate. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

San Manuel and Kearny. Funding provided by SBCO made it possible for children in these towns to have 
new learning opportunities and to participate in local sports programs. Our enrichment grants team is 
actively pursuing applications from school districts and communities for 2022-2023 and some grant 
applications have already been received. 
 
Educate 
The most important way in which SBCO helps local kids have a better future is by funding their education. 
Our scholarship team is comprised of 26 volunteer members and we awarded a record 98 college 
scholarships in the spring of 2022. This year our scholarship team expanded the program to Globe, 
extending our northern service boundary. Our Scholarship Endowment Fund awarded two inaugural 
graduate scholarships at our annual meeting in April 2022. SBCO is now supporting four graduate 
students for 2022-2023: a dental graduate student, a psychology graduate student, a pharmacist, and a 
graduate journalist.  
 
Fundraising and SBCO Awareness Activities 
In November of 2021, SBCO was able to host the Remodeled Home Tour that was originally scheduled for 
March 2020. We sold 450 tickets to attendees who visited seven remodeled homes, making the event a 
great success. The Walk for Kids (formerly known as the Walkathon) was postponed again in 2021 due to 
Covid-19 and a timing conflict with the rescheduled Home Tour. These two special events are scheduled 
for 2022-2023 with a Walk for Kids on October 29, 2022 and the Home Tour on April 1, 2023. Due to the 
growing popularity of these events, the SBCO board was reorganized. In the past, one committee of 
volunteers planned both the Walk for Kids and the Home Tour. Soliciting sponsors was included in the 
committee’s work. In the reorganization, the Special Events board position was eliminated and replaced 
by two separate event committees and a separate Marketing Committee. The Marketing and Walk for 
Kids committees began work in March 2022. The Marketing team developed materials and launched a 
business supporter campaign lasting from July 6 through September 1, 2022. We have been very 
fortunate to have members volunteer to serve on all of these committees. 
 
SBCO’s annual Make a Difference fundraising drive began in November 2021, with final donations arriving 
before the April 2022 tax deadline. This campaign allows residents to provide support during the holidays 
and to take advantage of the AZ TAX Credit for which SBCO is a qualified charitable organization. 
Individuals can donate up to $400 and couples can donate up to $800 to have their State of Arizona tax 
liability reduced. 
 
Finally, April 2022 marked SBCO’s 25th Anniversary. Celebration of this milestone began at our 2022 
Annual Meeting in April. From the work of a few women in 1997 to collect aluminum cans to provide 
used clothing to kids in two schools, SBCO is now the largest charity serving the 100+ mile-long Copper 
Corridor. It is hard work, but serving as President of SaddleBrooke Community Outreach is certainly the 
most rewarding work a volunteer can do. It is my honor to continue our 25 years of service to the 
children residing in the small towns that comprise the Copper Corridor. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Denise Anthony  
President, SaddleBrooke Community Outreach 

 
 

 



  

 
 

Celebrating 25 Years of Making a Difference 
  

SaddleBrooke Community Outreach (SBCO) grew out of a desire to help reduce student school 
absenteeism by providing clothes for students so that siblings wouldn’t have to share. Over the 
past 25 years, our efforts have grown as our ability to attract volunteers and funding has 
increased. The results attained by our all-volunteer organization are remarkable: 
 
Since 1997 Kids’ Closet and Teen Closet  48,000 students clothed 

Since 1999 Food Drive    233,536 lbs. of food 

 (Benefiting Tri-Community Food Bank) $659,801.50 in cash donations 

Since 2012 Educational Enrichment Grants  $650.000 awarded to schools and  
       community organizations 

Since 2001 College Scholarships   589 scholarships awarded 

       
Fundraising program results: 

Since 1997 Aluminum Recycling   $   57,977.65  

Since 2000 Golf Ball Sales     $529,123.00 
 

 
Feed 

The Annual Food Drive in March 2022 was a money-only collection due to the Covid-19 pandemic.  
Andrea and Dan Stephens and Lori Ward reported that $191,618 was collected for the Tri-Community 
Food Bank. This was a joint effort between SaddleBrooke and SaddleBrooke Ranch residents. Donations 
continued to be received after the drive ended and were distributed to the Tri-Community Food Bank.   
 

 

Financial support from SaddleBrooke and 
SaddleBrooke Ranch residents enabled Tri-
Community Food Bank to build a new safe, secure 
warehouse equipped with electricity. 

       Program Results for 2021-22   



  

 

 
Thanksgiving Food Baskets were delivered to 62 families in Oracle. Laundry baskets, which could be 
used after the holidays, were filled with traditional Thanksgiving items, such as turkeys, pies, vegetables 
and potatoes, dressing and other food items.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clothe 
Kids’ Closet continued to use the newly implemented point of sale (POS) system, ensuring an accurate 
inventory system. The clothing is checked out just like at any retail store and all transactions are 
recorded for inventory purposes. The system allows us to recall any transaction on any given day.  Our 
procedures continue to be refined to ensure accurate inventory and predictability. 
 
 
 
 

The quantity of food items included in 
the Thanksgiving food baskets was 
adjusted to provide a brighter holiday 
for both large and small families. 

 

Due to Covid-19, Kids’ Closet was not open during the 
2020-21 nor the 21-22 school sessions for in-person 
student clothing fitting and selection. We received a list 
of children from the schools we service, and our 
volunteers bagged clothes for each name provided. Each 
child received the same amount of clothing and 
toiletries as in normal spring and fall sessions. Kids’ 
Closet clothed 2,587 children this year. 
 
Since younger children are now eligible to be vaccinated 
for Covid-19, we expect to open for normal working 
practices in fall 2022. The volunteers as well as the 
students are looking forward to resuming normal 
procedures where they can interact with each other.  
 

 

Kids’ Closet volunteers selected and bagged clothing for 
children during the Covid-19 pandemic. The bags were 
picked up by the schools for distribution to their students. 



 
 
  

 
Teen Closet held two shopping trips for eligible high school students during fiscal year 2021-2022.  The 
first, held in July 2021, had a total of 64 students:  31 returning high school students and 33 entering 
freshmen. Each student received a $200.00 budget. The average amount spent was $192.75. Each 
returning student met the requirement of at least six community service hours.  
 
The January 2022 shopping trip consisted of 42 in-person student shoppers and seven students who, 
because of the lasting Covid-19 pandemic and/or the responsibility of after-school technical training 
classes, were issued gift cards. The average amount spent by 49 students totaled $198.14. Eileen Hansen, 
who served as an Assistant to the Director of Teen Closet, was elected to the SBCO board as Co-Director 
of Teen Closet at the April SBCO general meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

As a precaution against the spread 
of Covid-19, SBCO volunteers and 
teens wore masks during the 
January 2022 Teen Closet shopping 
trip. 
 

Enrich 
The Educational Enrichment Grants program that provides special funding for schools and community 
organizations was minimally active in 2021-22 due to the continued impact of Covid-19.  SBCO, however, 
was able to fund the following programs in the first half of the fiscal year:   

• Miami Unified Discovery Time 
• Oracle School Foundation Kinder Prep (funding for pre-school)  
• Ray Unified School District Learning Garden   
• Ray Unified School District Bookshelf Program 
• First Elementary Gifted & Talented Program 
• Oracle GATE Program. 

 

 

SaddleBrooke Ranch volunteers built wooden bookshelves for 
first grade students in the Ray Unified School District in Kearny. 
Each student received a bookcase, along with new books. In 
second and third grade, students receive books to add to their 
bookshelf. Many of these students live in homes where there are 
few or no books. 



From January 1, 2022 to the end of the fiscal year on June 30, 2022, enrichment grants were awarded to:  
Miami San Manuel Summer Enrichment 

• San Manuel Girls Softball 
• Mountain Vista Scholastic Reading Program 
• Ray Learning Garden  
• San Manuel AP Testing Program. 

Because the pandemic was responsible for personnel changes in the schools, members of the Educational 
Enrichment committee personally contacted school counselors to make them aware of the availability of 
funds and the enrichment grant application process.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Educate 
Each year SBCO awards College Scholarships to deserving high school students in our service area. 
Recipients are chosen based upon their financial situation, high school grades, school and community 
activities, an essay about personal and professional goals, letters of recommendation, along with a personal 
interview with committee members. Students attending two-year colleges receive a $1,500 per year scholarship 
while those attending four-year institutions receive $3,000 per year. If a student earns a minimum 2.0 GPA while 
registered as a full-time student with a minimum of 12 credit hours per semester, the scholarship continues until a 
two- or four-year degree is completed. If a student's tuition and other expenses are otherwise covered, SBCO will 
pay for other school-related expenses to offer the maximum benefit from the scholarship. If a student receiving a 
two-year degree wishes to continue in a four-year program, a second $3,000 a year scholarship may be awarded. 
 
In the 2021-22 fiscal year, scholarships were awarded to 83 students: 

• 74 four-year students 
• Eight two-year students  
• Three graduate students 

 

A $5,000 SBCO grant for a Learning Garden in the 
Ray Unified School District was used to purchase 
garden supplies, tools, a chipper shredder, an 
irrigation system and other tools to help more 
than 60 students learn gardening skills they will 
enjoy using for the rest of their lives.

 



  

The four-year students chose to attend:  

• University of Arizona 
• Arizona State University 
• Northern Arizona University 
• Park University 
• Central Michigan University 
• Johns Hopkins University 
• Brigham Young University 
• Brigham Young University – Hawaii 
• Grand Canyon University 
• Western New Mexico University 
• New Mexico State University 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SBCO established the Scholarship Endowment Fund Program to ensure funding for college scholarships 
far into the future. The Endowment Fund has a balance of $303,469.09 and a spendable amount of 
$12,047.  The scholarship committee decided to use $12,000 of the spendable amount and awarded two 
one-time $6,000 graduate school scholarships:  one to a student at UCLA’s School of Dentistry and 
another to a journalism major at NYU’s School of Creative Writing.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A previous donor has agreed to host a small trial group party in the fall. A small number of guests will be 
invited and a presentation will include the history of the Scholarship Endowment Fund and its mission of 
funding scholarships to qualifying teens in the local community for generations to come. Feedback forms 
will be used to refine the party’s organization for implementation at future small group meetings. These 
parties are designed to encourage attendees to donate to the Scholarship Endowment Fund, either near 
term or through their will or trust. 
 

 

 

Analyse Robles received a four-year SBCO scholarship 
for her Bachelor of Science in Physiology and a one-
time scholarship of $1,500 for her PharmD degree at 
the University of Arizona College of Pharmacy. 

 

Scholoarships for graduate studies were awarded for: 
$6,00 ($1,500 per semester) for Doctor of Clinical Psychology 
$1,500 ($750 per semester) for Teaching Certificate 
$1,500 (one-time) for Pharmacy Degree 
 

 

Allison Martinez received a $6,000 SBCO scholarship 
to attend UCLA’s School of Dentistry. The scholarship 
was funded through the Scholarship Endowment Fund 
Program. 

The two-year students chose programs at:   

• Central Arizona College 
• Eastern Arizona College 
• Chandler Gilbert Community College 
• Mesa Community College 
• South Mountain Community College 
• Pima Community College 
• Gateway Community College 

 



  

Holiday Programs 
The Adopt-a-Family and the Adopt-a-Child programs delivered holiday joy to local children and their 
families thanks to $68,522 in generous donations from SaddleBrooke and SaddleBrooke Ranch 
residents. SaddleBrooke residents wrapped and delivered presents of clothing and toys to 58 families in 
San Manuel, as well as 179 children from Rice Intermediate School and Tribal Service. In addition, $5,000 
in gift cards were purchased for distribution through the Ray School District in Hayden.  SaddleBrooke 
Ranch adopted 57 families and 154 children from Oracle. The families received gift cards purchased 
from Walmart and Bashas’ Grocery Store.  Another $738 worth of toys were given to the Tri-Community 
Food Bank in Mammoth for distribution to their clients. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SBCO Membership totaled 355 by June 30, 2022, which included 154 new members. 
 
The annual Volunteer Appreciation Meeting was held on April 11, 2022.  At that event, awards were 
announced for: 

Volunteers of the Year:  Ann Van Sickel was recognized for wearing many hats during her 10 years of 
service:  as a dresser at Kids’ Close, a re-stocker at the Mammoth warehouse and a merchandise 
receiver at the SBCO office in Suite L.  Marv and Bonnie Richter were recognized for their work on the 
scholarship committee interviewing candidates and acting as liaisons/advocates for scholarship award 
winners. 

Supporter of the Year:   Beth Fedor and her partners at Realty Executive’s Make Your Move Matter 
Team received the award for their inclusion of SBCO in the list of charities their clients can select for the 
team’s give back program. 

Receptionist of the Year: Bente Fongemie was recognized for her 24 years of service at Kids’ Closet and 
in the SBCO office. 
 
 

 
 

Ann Van Sickel Marv & Bonnie Richter Bente Fongemie 
 

    Membership and Recognition 

 



  

 
 
 
 
The following slate of officers was announced and elected at the April general meeting: 
 
President   Denise Anthony 
Executive Vice President   Ann Coziahr 
Recording Secretaries   Cheryl Smith and Marcia Van Ommeran 
Corresponding Secretary   Karen Green 
Treasurer   Camille Esterman 
Assistant Treasurer   Jeannine Grippo 
Vice-President Kids’ Closet   Michelle Schroeder 
Vice-Presidents Education   Steve Sahl and Linda Richter 
Co-directors Membership   Andrea Stephens and Betty Ryan 
Co-directors Teen Closet   Vivian Errico and Eileen Hansen 
Director Communications    Nancy McCluskey-Moore 
Co-directors Scholarship    George Nersesian*, Ed Barnes 
Endowment Program   *replaced by Jan Olsson at the May board meeting  
Golden Goose Representative Melanie Stout 
 

 

SBCO’s board of directors for 2022-23 includes (back row, left to right) Karen Green, Steve Sahl, Jeannine 
Grippo, Linda Richter, Ed Barnes and Michelle Schroeder, (middle row, left to right), Andrea Stephens, Eileen 
Hansen, Marcia Van Ommeran, Nancy McCluskey-Moore, Vivian Enrico, Betty Ryan, and Cheryl Smith, 
(seated, left to right) Camille Esterman, Ann Coziahr, Denise Anthony and George Nersesian. 
 

        Board of Directors 
 



  

Our motto is: providing opportunities for kids to succeed.  This has been our focus, and we continue to 
hear about the successes.  There is still more work to do, and our volunteers are happily assisting as many 
youngsters as they can.  In 2021-22, 285 volunteers reported the following: 
 
 Hours worked  20,678.75 
 Miles driven   57,900.40 

Total value at national average of $29.95/hour  $619,328.56 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

SaddleBrooke Community Outreach, Inc. is a 501 (c)3 non-profit incorporated in the State of Arizona.  
We have no paid staff and much of our operating costs for printing, insurance, accounting, etc., are 
donated or provided at reduced fees.  

Tax ID number:  86-0843458. AZ Tax Credit Code:  20214 

 



  
 
 

We appreciate our premier level business supporters 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Thrift Store 



  

 

 

63675 East SaddleBrooke Blvd., Suite L.  
Tucson, AZ 85739 

520-825-3302 
community-outreach.org 


