


KIDS’ CLOSET GROUND BREAKING: A NEW ADDRESS COMING SOON

On January 23, the current Kids’ Closet in San Manuel re-opened for a new season. Of course, we can all hardly wait for the 
opening of the new Kids’ Closet building in Mammoth, which is scheduled for later spring. Work has just begun, after a 
wonderful ground breaking ceremony on December 6. The official “groundbreakers” were students from the STEM School 
located on the hill above the new Closet site. With kid-sized shovels and rakes, the team dug in and officially started the 
work on the Closet. Kids’ Closet VPs Pat Ford and Paula Morgan tell us that the new building will have a more closed 
design, which will be more energy efficient and will better serve the kids’ needs. The students will also have a much shorter 
bus ride from their schools to the Closet. We are receiving terrific support from the town of Mammoth and the contractors, 
and all the permits finally have been approved.  So it’s on to the new building. (See also the Insert in this issue on the 
“Kick-Off Campaign 4 Kids’ Closet,” a new way that individuals can donate to the program and have their names on a 
permanent plaque in the new Kids’ Closet).

A story Pat Ford recently shared with us underscores the true meaning of the Closet. In addition to the continuing need for 
school clothing for students in the so-called “Copper Corridor” north of us and the San Carlos Indian Reservation, the all-
volunteer staff also helps in emergency situations. Pat learned about a family of 9 kids who were facing a bleak Christmas, 
with no clothing, little food, and getting by in a tiny home that held 9 kids and 7 adults. It was just a few days before 
Christmas and the Adopt a Family program was already completed for the year.  Pat and Bill sprang into action: Clothing 
for 8 of the kids could be obtained right at the Closet and Pat also bought bright clothing for a 2-year-old at the home.  The 
“SaddleBrooke Santas” loaded up Christmas gifts, and a ham, potatoes, canned goods and blankets and off they went to San 
Carlos. Since they didn’t know the exact sizes of the kids involved, they took along 40 pairs of shoes, just to be sure! You 
know this story had a happy ending, thanks to Pat and Bill’s quick action. It’s another example of some of the ways Kids’ 
Closet volunteers go way beyond the ordinary to help young people and their families.
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